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 THANK YOU on behalf of the Shawnee Downtown Partnership and the City of Shawnee to all of the 
businesses that participated in this year’s Spring Starts Here downtown open house on Saturday, May 5! We could not 
have asked for better weather, which made for a fantastic turnout of scavenger hunters and deal seekers. The event 
included a moonwalk, four food trucks, a balloon artist, flower planting activity for kids, chalk art, farmers’ market 
and 17 business open houses. Event attendees really enjoyed the activities.
 This event serves to introduce visitors to everything that downtown Shawnee has to offer, including showcasing 
our unique downtown businesses. If you have any comments or questions, contact Lauren Grashoff at 742-6226 or 
lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org.

2018 Spring Starts Here  - Downtown Open House

 Did you know the Shawnee Police Department is now on 
Twitter and Facebook? Be sure to give them a follow to stay 
connected on what’s happening in your community. You can 
find them @shawneeKSpolice on Twitter and Facebook. And 
make sure you show the City and Shawnee Town 1929 some 
love too at @CityofShawneeKS and @ShawneeTown1929. 
Check us out on Nextdoor and Instagram too!

Stay Social With Shawnee
 Business is booming in Shawnee! There are quite 
a few companies deciding to make Shawnee their new 
home. Here are just a few highlights. You can always 
go to cityofshawnee.org and click on “Construction 
Projects” to find out what’s going on in the City!

• PBI Gordon moving to the old Perceptive Software 
building

• Dairy Queen being built near Midland and Hilltop
• New Quik Trip coming to Shawnee Mission 

Parkway and Goddard
• Monticello Library will open August 5th at 

Shawnee Mission Parkway and Hilltop
• St. Luke’s Small Hospital under construction at 

63rd and Lackman
• Willow Ridge Senior Living will be built on 

Silverheel near 75th St. and K7 

Good Business Starts Here 



 The Nieman Now! projects are in full swing and we thank everyone for their patience throughout the construction. 
Please note that throughout the projects the speed limit has been reduced to 25 mph on Nieman Road to make sure all 
of the workers stay safe while on the job.  

Below are updates on each of the improvement projects: 
• 6200 Block of Nieman stormwater project - This project is approximately 95% complete, and included replacing 

the existing box culverts under Nieman Road just north of Shawnee Mission Parkway, reconstruction of adjacent 
vertical walls and relocation of sanitary sewers. Site prep work is underway for the Trail Scout Park on the north 
side of the Shawnee Mission Parkway frontage road between Commerce Bank and the Stag’s Creek development.

• Nieman Middle stormwater project - Box culverts under Nieman Road will be replaced to alleviate flooding of 
nearby properties and streets. Work on the east side of Nieman Road has been completed, including construction 
of the new parking lot south of Old Shawnee Pizza and rerouting of Roger Rd. The project is about 90% complete, 
with work on the west side of Nieman still needed to tie in to the ongoing Nieman North project. 

• Nieman Road - The Nieman Road improvements will narrow the roadway to three lanes with a recreational trail 
on the east side of the street and sidewalk on the west side. Streetscape enhancements and other amenities will 
also be included. Final Plans were approved by the Governing Body on March 19, as well as authorization for staff 
to move forward with the bidding phase. Utility relocation work has begun. The first phase of road construction 
is planned for Nieman Road between Johnson Drive and Shawnee Mission Parkway and should start later this 
summer. 

Additionally, plans have been developed for several amenities, including new gateway features at Shawnee Mission 
Parkway and Nieman Road, a public plaza just south Old Shawnee Pizza, public open space with amenities just 
south of Sushi Mido, and park area on the north side of the Shawnee Mission Parkway frontage road between 
Commerce Bank and the Stag’s Creek development. The Nieman Road final plans and renderings are available on 
the City’s website. 

• Nieman North stormwater project - Improvements will be made to the existing stormwater drainage channel 
west of Nieman Road to west of Flint Street. The improvements will also include construction of a trail on the south 
side of the new channel. Construction began in January 2018 with all sanitary relocation work already completed. 
Installation of block channel walls, channel  floor, and box culverts is ongoing. Construction is currently about 
60% complete, and is expected to be wrapped up in October.  

• Flint Street improvements - The Flint Street project will include complete street reconstruction with curbs, 
gutters, stormwater management and sidewalk. On March 19, the Governing Body approved the Phase II contract 
for the completion of final design services and all construction work at a guaranteed maximum price. Final Plans 
were approved by the Governing Body on May 14. Utility relocation work is currently underway.  Flint Street is 
closed between W. 60th St. and W. 60th Terr. through October 31. Local access will be provided as needed. 

• The Nieman South stormwater project - COMPLETED

NOW!
NIEMAN  In 2017, the Shawnee Downtown Partnership reviewed the uses permitted in our primary commercial corridor 

downtown, the Townsquare Zoning District, since redevelopment opportunities are expected to occur when the Nieman 
Now! projects are completed. Keeping in line with the goals to become a pedestrian friendly downtown, attracting 
more food and personal service businesses, and enhancing the identity of the corridor, the Partnership proposed the 
following amendments to the Zoning Code:

• Disallow automobile leasing services, and car wash services, 
• Permit a dwelling unit in conjunction with a business, and permit massage therapy services,
• Allow bed and breakfast businesses with a special use permit, and 
• Require that second hand merchandise businesses with donations delivered to the site require a special use permit. 
 
 The amendments encourage efficient use of land in the area, removing the potential for large front filled parking 
lots and outdoor drop-off of clothing and other goods, and provides additional redevelopment opportunities. 
 The Governing Body approved the recommended changes to the Zoning Code on December 11, 2017. The use 
changes do not affect the current operations of any business in the Townsquare Zoning District. Those uses that are 
no longer permitted in the district are now considered to be legally non-conforming, and cannot be reconstructed, 
enlarged, or altered beyond normal maintenance and repair. 
 The Partnership is also reviewing additional multi-family residential uses that may be permitted as a mixed-use or 
freestanding development. A recommendation will be considered at a later date.

Changes to Townsquare District Use Regulations

 You might be noticing crews working on streets in 
your neighborhood over the next couple months. This 
year, workers will be removing and replacing some 
curbs and sidewalks as they resurface streets in need of 
improvement. Several major roads have already been 
resurfaced, like Johnson Drive, but before the entire 
project is finished, crews will resurface more than 50 
lane miles of streets, replace over 49,000 feet of curb 
and 19,000 feet of sidewalks. If you’d like to see if 
your street is on the list, we have a guide online at 
cityofshawnee.org that shows where crews have been 
and where they are planning to go.

Hitting the Streets

 All businesses along Nieman Road are still open and 
ready for your business! The City understands the disruption 
to downtown businesses due to the construction. We want to 
help support your businesses throughout the progress. Please 
contact Lauren Grashoff, Neighborhood Planner, at 742-6226, 
or Dave Holtwick, Business Liaison, at 742-6214 with your 
concerns or ideas about how we can help. 

Nieman Road  
is Open for Business!
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 The Shawnee Mission VFW 10552, Boys Scouts, the City and numerous community volunteers will be joining 
Merriam in the annual Flags for Freedom patriotic display celebrating our freedom and honoring our veterans. 
Thousands of American flags will be displayed in downtown Shawnee and downtown Merriam between June 30 and 
July 7.

 American flags will only be displayed at your business if you confirm your participation with the VFW. If 
you would like to be a part of the display, please contact Doug Simms at (913) 233-9248. Those participating 
businesses will be responsible for setting up the flags, monitoring them, and making sure that they are standing 
from June 30 to July 7. 

 Volunteers will drop off the concrete bases and flags on Saturday, June 30 and collect them on Saturday, July 7. 
There is no fee to participate. As many of you are aware, keeping the flags upright is an around the clock effort. We 
suggest removing the flags at your end of business and putting them back out when you open. 

Volunteers Needed for Flags 4 Freedom 
 Volunteers are needed to help create the beautiful Flags 4 Freedom display. Please sign up to help on Saturday, June 
30. We are also seeking help to take down the display on Saturday, July 7. Volunteers will meet at Shawnee Town Hall 
(11600 Johnson Dr.) and work along Johnson Dr. east and west from 7 to 11 a.m. (end time could be sooner than 11 for 
either date.)
 Specific Skills Required: Ability to lift and bend. Some volunteer roles will drive rebar, and many will place the 
flags. Trucks/trailers and drivers are also wanted to help load and drive the supplies up and down Johnson Dr.
 Sign up to volunteer on the City’s website!

Sponsors Needed for Summer Concert
 The Shawnee Parks and Recreation Department is working to 
secure sponsors for the 2018 summer concert season. We would like 
to invite downtown businesses to be presenting sponsors of the Friday, 
August 10 concert at West Flanders Park. The minimum sponsorship 
is $100 per business. Each business that makes this monetary donation 
will be included in the following promotional items: 

• business name listed on a banner on-site at the concert, 
• business name included in Facebook Event and advertisements
• business name included on the City’s website events calendar
• press releases about the concert, and 
• recognized on flyers and posters as a sponsor at the event. 

 If you are interested in being part of the 2018 Downtown 
Sponsorship Team, contact Tonya Lecuru at the Shawnee Parks and 
Department, 742-6402.

UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE
• Old Shawnee Days, Thursday, May 31 - Sunday, June 3 @ Shawnee Town
• Old Shawnee Days Parade, Saturday, June 2 @ Nieman to Johnson Drive
• SDP Meeting @ 6:00 p.m., Thursday, June 28 - City Hall

JULY • Flags for Freedom, June 30 - July 7, Johnson Drive from Switzer to Veterans’ Park
• City Offices Closed, Wednesday, July 4

AUG.
• Downtown Concert, Friday, August 10 @ West Flanders Park
• SDP Meeting @ 6:00 p.m., Thursday, August 23 - City Hall
• Tour de Shawnee - Sunday, August 26

SEPT.
• Friends of Shawnee Town Craft Fair, Saturday, September 15, @ Shawnee Town
• Great Grillers Blues and Barbeque, Friday, September 21 & Saturday, September 22 @ 

Shawnee Town



G O O D  T I M E S S T A R T  H E R E

www.oldshawneedays.org

Thursday, May 31 - Sunday, June 3
Shawnee Town 1929 • 11600 Johnson Drive, Shawnee Kansas

FESTIVAL HOURS
Thursday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

(carnival, concert & food booths only)
Friday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Parade at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

May - October

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
City Hall Parking Lot

Hot dog! Get ya hot dog here! Join us for the second annual vintage 1920’s 
“base ball” game played at Herman Laird Park. Volunteer players from the 
Kansas City Men’s Senior Baseball League will take the field and represent the 
Kansas City Blues and Minneapolis Millers. Food and drink will be for sale. 

Herman Laird Park  11600 Johnson Drive  Shawnee, Kansas 66203

Babe Ruth’s Baseball - Played the 1920’s Way!
Saturday, August 25, 4:00 - 6:00pm 

 Returning again this year, our annual Bloody Mary 
Roll-Out party on May 30 to kick off the start of Old 
Shawnee Days! This event is open to the public, and is a 
main fundraiser for the Friends of Shawnee Town. Tickets 
are just $25 per person and include hors d’oeuvres from 
Hereford House, beer, wine and of course Bloody Mary’s! 
 We will also have several items up for grabs at our 
raffle. We will wrap up the evening with a live auction 
with fabulous prizes! Bring your friends and plan to make 
an evening of it. 
 Don’t forget to join us for the Tomato Roll Saturday, 
June 2, just before the start of the Old Shawnee Days 
parade, so roughly 9:45am. Watch as we drop 1,000 red 
rubber “tomatoes” down through a course. The first three 
numbered “tomatoes” will win first, second and third 
place prizes! 
 You can purchase your tomatoes for the Roll, at the 
Bloody Mary Party, at the parade or anytime, by calling 
the Museum at (913) 248-2360. 

Let the Good Times Roll!
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